
The Gospel is for Both 
Jew and Muslim                                   
This ministry makes it a point to follow the divine 
order of evangelism given in Romans 1:16—the 
Gospel is to go to the Jews first. This divine order 
does not mean however that it excludes the Gentiles, 
of course. There are about 1.6 million Muslims 
currently living in Israel; and this ministry makes a 
concerted effort to reach out to them with the Gospel 
as we do with the Jewish people there. On our first 
day of ministry in Israel during the 49th Gospel, 
August Rosado and I were in the bustling metropolis 
of Tel Aviv walking in the spacious Dizengoff Mall. 

The Lord led 
both of us to 
extensively 
s h a r e  t h e 
Gospel with 
a  y o u n g 
Muslim lady 
by the name 
o f  S a l m a . 
We asked her 
about living 
i n  I s r a e l . 
Salma said 
s h e  w o u l d 

live in no other place in the Middle East than in 
Israel! She thoroughly enjoys living here in the 
Land with the Jewish people as equal citizens! She 
truthfully affirmed that she enjoys the same rights as 
everyone else. This ministry has repeatedly heard the 
same from many other Muslims living in Israel—a 
thing you will never hear in the anti-Israel liberal 
media. 
      Salma attentively listened with openness as 
we shared that the God of the Bible chose the 
Jewish people so that He could send her the Savior 
Jesus Christ to atone for her sins and give her 
eternal life through His resurrection from the dead 
(1Corinthians 15:1-4). As a result, Salma cheerfully 
received an Arabic Gospel tract and wanted a copy 
of the Bible in Hebrew as she excitedly told us she 
reads Hebrew without any problem! Yes, the Spirit 
of God is, indeed, opening the hearts and minds of 
Muslim Israelis like Salma to hear the Good News 

of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Natasha 
was  the  nex t 
precious Israeli 
we  had  good 
Gospel ministry 
with when we 
met her working 
in  a  c lo th ing 
store. She is a 
hard  working 
mother of two. 
She too was touched by the Gospel of how God has 
kept His promises to His ancient people Israel and 
sent Yeshua the Messiah to reveal fully who God is 
and the love that saves sinners which took Him to the 
Cross for the Jew and Gentile who believe in Him 
for salvation. Overwhelmed at our desire to bless 
her with a copy of the Scriptures to own for herself, 
Natasha fully embraced God’s Word with both hands 
to cherish and study with her children—which she 
told us she would do.   
      In Netanya the Lord led August and I to visit a 
major shopping mall to share the Gospel with Guy 
and Oriyah working at the Rebar Yogurt kiosk. Prior 
to this, we suspected that another mall employee 
called security on us earlier after August rightly 
and firmly disputed with her over the validity of the 
New Testament for the Jewish people. Her response 
to that was one of visible hostility. The devil was 
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The Parable of the 
Wicked Husbandmen 
(Matthew 21:33-34) Part 1
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     The parable of the wicked vinedressers 
is also found in Isaiah 5:1-7 and in the 
Gospels of Mark and Luke (see Mark 12:1-
12 and Luke 20:9-19). We will, however, 
concentrate our main attention on the 
account given in the Gospel of Matthew 
and will focus on the accounts given in 
Isaiah, Mark, and Luke whenever there 
is a particular detail emphasized that is 
not included in Matthew’s account of 
the parable. The parable comes after the 
parable of the two sons. It is the second 
parable of the three Jesus uses to indict 
the religious leaders for their crime and 
guilt of rejecting Him as the Messiah of 
Israel. Both Matthew and Mark state Christ 
spoke this parable to the Chief Priests and 
Pharisees. The account given in Luke states 
the parable was spoken to the people as well 
(Luke 20:9). Therefore, from these differing 
accounts given in the Synoptic Gospels, it 
is only logical to conclude that Jesus both 
addresses the religious leaders of Israel with 
primary emphasis, and the people at large 
with secondary emphasis when He spoke the 
parable of the wicked husbandmen. 
     In the parable of the two sons, the Lord 
incriminates the religious leaders of Israel 
for their individual rejection of Him as Lord 
and Savior. In the parable of the wicked 
husbandmen, Jesus further charges them 
of their guilt in the corporate and national 
disownment and murderous elimination 
of Him, which was shortly to result in 
the crucifixion less than a week later! 
The parable of the wicked husbandmen 
concludes with the subsequent punishment 
of the leaders of Israel for slaying Jesus the 
only begotten Son of God. As a result of this, 
Christ then foretells the visible transference 
of the kingdom will go to the Church during 

the present age, but as we know from Bible 
prophecy, will then be reoffered and received 
by the restored nation of Israel when Jesus 
returns to them at the Second Coming 
(Romans 11:26-27). Now let us examine 
the parable of the wicked vinedressers in the 
light of this meaning with much closer detail.
      “Hear another parable: There was 
a certain householder who planted a 
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower. And he 
leased it to husbandmen and went into a 
far country” (verse 33). 
     The parable of the wicked husbandmen 
opens with the familiar character of a 
householder. The householder, as we saw 
earlier in both the parable of the wheat and 
tares and the parable of the laborers in the 
vineyard, is none other than God Himself. 
In the parable of the wheat and the tares, 
He is the Householder over the field of the 
world; and being so, will in the end order and 
remove that which is noxious and harmful 
(the tares) in His field of wheat wherein the 
good dwell (Matthew 13:38, 40). God is the 
divine Owner of all that He has created on 
the earth and in heaven. “The heavens are 
Yours, the earth also is Yours, as for the 
world and the fullness thereof, You have 
established them” (Psalm 89:11). In the 
capacity of a caring householder, God is the 
all-sufficient provider of the whole earth. 
It is the merciful God, alone, “who gives 
food to all flesh. For His mercy endures 
forever” (Psalm 136:25). In the parable 
of the laborers in the vineyard, God is the 
preeminent householder of the Church. As 
householder and Head of the Church, Christ 
appoints His spiritual laborers in the Church, 
“for the perfecting of the saints, for the 

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, until the church reaches full 
maturity to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:11-13). 
     In the parable of the wicked husbandmen 
God is presented again as the Householder 
in a different function. This time, He is 
Householder over a third company of 
people. This particular brand of people is 
adumbrated by the familiar figure of the 
vineyard. The key in disclosing the accurate 
meaning of the vineyard is found in several 
passages of Holy Scripture. In examining 
these revealing Scriptures, we must first 
make mention of an important action 
executed by the householder. This in return 
will significantly contribute to identifying 
the meaning of the vineyard. Our Lord 
says the householder “planted” a vineyard. 
“There was a certain householder, which 
planted a vineyard” (Matthew 21:33). In 
Psalm 80:8-11 we read of a similar account: 
“You have brought a vine out of Egypt. You 
cast out the heathen, and planted it.” This 
vine or vineyard taken out of Egypt, within 
the context of the Psalm, undoubtedly refers 
to the mass exodus of the nation of Israel 
from Egypt under the sure guidance of God 
through His faithful servant Moses. “Thus 
the Lord saved Israel that day out of the 
hand of the Egyptians…. And Israel saw 
that great work which the Lord did upon 
the Egyptians, and the people feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord and His servant 
Moses” (Exodus 14:30-31).  Forty years later 
God sovereignly planted Israel in the land 
of Canaan as His chosen vineyard. It was 
primarily through Moses and Joshua, that 
God uprooted all the heathen nations from 
the land and firmly established Israel in place 

     “Hear another parable: There was a certain householder who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. 
And he leased it to husbandmen and went into a far country. Now when the time of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that 
they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other 
servants more than the first, and they did to them likewise. But last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘they will reverence my son.’ But when the 
husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘this is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.’ And they caught 
him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord therefore of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those husbandmen? They said 
to Him, “He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and lease his vineyard to other husbandmen who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a na-
tion bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone shall be broken. But on whomever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder”
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of them. “He cast out the heathen before 
them, and divided them an inheritance by 
line and made the tribes of Israel to dwell 
in tents” (Psalm 78:55). Israel was to God 
as sweet and delicious grapes of a vineyard 
in the midst of a godless, barren world. “I 
found Israel like grapes in the wilderness” 
(Hosea 9:10). God plainly says in His Word 
that Israel is the chosen vineyard He owns. 
“The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel” (Isaiah 5:7). 
.          Israel, under the theocratic government 
of Yahweh, is obviously the vineyard Christ 
mentions in the parable of the wicked 
husbandmen. The vineyard also pictures 
the kingdom of God in its earthly reign over 
and through the Jewish nation (Matthew 
21:43). God said of Israel, “I had planted 
you a noble vine, wholly a right seed” 
(Jeremiah 2:21). Indeed, the word “plant” 
is a metaphorical expression often used 
in Scripture to describe the Lord’s settling 
of Israel in the Land of promise (see 
Exodus 15:17; 2Samuel 7:10; 1Chronicles 
17:4; Psalm 44:2; 80:8; Isaiah 5:2; 60:21; 
Jeremiah 2:21; 11:17; 24:6; 45:4; Amos 
9:15). God has always been the faithful 
Householder of His vineyard, Israel, and 
will always be her perpetual Protector and 
Provider. “Behold, He that keeps Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. I, the Lord 
do keep it. I will water every moment, lest 
any hurt it. I will keep it night and day” 
(Psalm 121:4; Isaiah 27:3). A householder is 
bound by his unbreakable love to sustain his 
family insuring their survival no matter what 
may happen. God has sworn to Israel, His 
choice vineyard, that He will never forsake 

her. For it would be infinitely much easier 
for a mother to forsake her suckling child, 
than for God to ever forget Israel altogether. 
“Can a woman forget her suckling child, 
that she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb? Yes, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15)”? 
     God the Heavenly Householder completed 
the physical planting of Israel, when He led 
them out of the wilderness to possess the 
Promised Land under the humble leadership 
of Joshua. For we read in Joshua 21:43-45: 
“So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of 
which He had sworn to give to their fathers, 
and they took possession of it and dwelt 
in it. The Lord gave them rest all around, 
according to all that He had sworn to their 
fathers. And not a man of all their enemies 
stood against them. The Lord delivered 
all their enemies into their hand. Not a 
word failed of any good thing which the 
Lord has spoken to the house of Israel. All 
came to pass.” The spiritual implantation 
of Israel occurred after He gave them the 
Law, whereby they were to be governed 
and ruled as a united nation under God (see 
Exodus 24:1-8; Deuteronomy 26:15-19). 
After receiving the Law of God’s kingdom, 
Israel was expected to be “a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). 
The Lord would reign as King in the midst 
of Israel. The throne of Israel was actually 
the throne of God from whence God reigned. 
David, by far the greatest of the kings of 
Israel, actually served under the kingdom 
of the superlative King—God Almighty; 
King David knew his 40 year kingship over 
Israel was but continuing extension of God’s 

greater kingdom over all Israel. “Therefore 
David blessed the Lord before all the 
assembly; and David said: “Yours, O Lord, 
is the greatness, the power and the glory, 
the victory and the majesty; for all that is 
in heaven and in earth is yours. Yours is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted 
as head over all” (1Chronicles 29:10-11). 
     We then see that the vineyard was a 
delegated kingdom given to Israel by the 
Lord that was in reality the kingdom of God. 
The parable of the wicked husbandmen is 
divided into three chronological sections in 
which the Lord Jesus brilliantly chronicles 
God’s administrative dealings with Israel 
in parabolic narrative. The first section is 
historical. It is retrospective of Israel’s past 
history as the chosen nation of God. The 
first section is covered in verses 33-36. The 
second chronological section deals with 
the present history of Israel in the light 
of Messiah’s redemptive visitation to her. 
This climatic period is covered in verses 
37-38. The third chronological section of 
the parable is prophetic when Jesus spoke 
it. This section begins in verse 39 and ends 
with verse 44. The prophetic aspect of the 
parable cover the future state of Israel and 
subsequent judgment of God in A.D. 70 for 
the rejection and murder of His beloved 
Son—Jesus of Nazareth, who was indeed the 
Messiah of Israel come to save them. But to 
no avail, the Jewish nation did not receive 
Him. “He came to His own, and His own 
did not receive Him” (John 1:11). 

What Does Water Baptism 
Mean?
         The Word of God considers the doctrine and practice of 
baptism to be a part of the elementary principles of Christ. Baptism 
is a foundational doctrine of the Bible. Hebrews 6:1-2 tells us this 
and uses the plural form of baptism as being one of the foundations 
of the Christian Faith. There are approximately seven different 
types of baptism in Scripture—hence the plural use of baptisms in 
Hebrews 6:2. They are: (1) the Baptism of Moses (1Corinthians 
10:1-2); (2) the Baptism of Suffering with Christ (Mark 10:38-39); 
(3) the Baptism of John (Mark 14-8); (4) the Baptism of Jesus  
(Matthew 3:13-17); (5) the Baptism of fire (Matthew 3:11-12); (6) 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11-12); (7) Christian 
Baptism (Matthew 28:19). I will focus on Christian baptism. 
Christian baptism in water is beautifully symbolic of the fact the 
believer has died, is buried, and risen with Jesus Christ to receive a 
new life with God (Romans 6:3-7). When the Christian is immersed 
in water and raised out of the water this portrays that he or she is 
buried and then risen with Jesus Christ. Water Baptism is one the 

two Ordinances of the NT Church.
      Water baptism is one’s public testimony to the world he or she 
is now a follower of Messiah Jesus Who died for them, was buried, 
and rose from the dead to 
give eternal life to those Continued on Page 4



not happy. But Guy 
and Oriya saw and 

accepted the clear and obvious connection that we 
shared between both Testaments of the Hebrew Bible 
that is found in Yeshua of Nazareth. Both Israelis 
were most curious and demonstrably grateful to 
accept a pair of Hebrew Bibles to read. During this 
awesome time of effective ministry, out of nowhere, 
the Enemy caused August’s cell phone to inexplicably 
issue a warning that all his data would be erased. 
Fortunately, there was a cell phone store in the 

mall  where 
w e  w e n t 
and had his 
data quickly 
restored. 
     Throughout 
it all, August 
r e m a i n e d 
c a l m  a n d 
de te rmined 
to finish this 
time of Gospel 
ministry with 

me. The Enemy tried his best, but the Lord thwarted 
this attack so that Yeshua can be victoriously 
proclaimed and made known in His inerrant Word to 
hungry souls of both Muslims and Jews in the Land 
of divine destiny! Our plans are now to travel to the 
Holy Land in the Summer or Fall of 2021 to carry 
out the glorious 50th Gospel outreach in Israel once 
the pandemic ban is lifted. We need your financial 
help! So please consider partnering with us now 
and watch the Lord mightily move once again in the 
Land, as Jesus is being reunited with his physical 
kinsmen in Israel. 

To donate online, you can go to the following 
secure link on our ministry web site: 

https://www.brit-hadashah.org/donate/ 
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who believe the Gospel. 
The Christian is to be 

baptized in obedience to the Lord’s command given in Matthew 
28:19—those baptized are to be done so in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, or in the Name of Jesus (Matthew 28:19; Acts 
2:38). Water baptism is for believers  in Christ only—hence, the 
term “Believer’s Baptism.” In the book of Acts baptism was done for 
only those old enough to understand and believe the Gospel. Infant 
baptism is not taught or practiced in the New Testament. The biblical 
act of baptism always follows after the sinner has consciously and 
deliberately believed Christ died for his sins and rose again from the 
dead to give the believer eternal life; through that faith the person 
is born-again by the power of the Holy Spirit and forgiven of all 
sins—then at that point he is ready for water baptism. The apostolic 
pattern in the book of Acts is first belief for salvation in Christ with 
water baptism following afterwards (Acts 2:41; 8:35-38; 19:3-5). 
        Water baptism is not necessary or a prerequisite for salvation. 
The thief on the cross who was saved is a classic example proving 
this. The thief merely asked Jesus for salvation and the Lord 
granted it to Him without the requirement of water baptism!(Luke 
23:39-43). Some who do teach water baptism salvation will point 
to Mark 16:16. But a correct reading of this verse does not teach 
baptism saves, since the lost are condemned because of unbelief, 
not because they were not baptized. Water baptism does not produce 
salvation or cleansing from sin either. It is the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ coupled with the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit that 
cleanses the believer from sin (1Corinthians 6:1; 1John 1:7). The 
water of John 3:5 is not the water of Christian baptism, but the Old 

Testament symbol of spiritual washing and renewal by the Spirit 
of God (Psalm 51:1-10; Isaiah 32:15; 44:3-5; Ezekiel 36:24-27; 
Joel 2:28-29). 

     Acts 2:38 does not does not teach baptismal regeneration 
produces forgiveness of sins as it is poorly translated in English to 
read: “Repent for the remission of sins.”  The correct reading from 
the Greek text reads: “Repent because of the remission of sins.”  
Note: this is in proper keeping with the whole tenor of Scripture that 
uniformly teaches water baptism always  follows salvation. 1Peter 
3:20-21 does not teach baptism saves the sinner. The context shows  
Peter is speaking about how being in Christ is like Noah’s Ark that 
saves us from God’s judgment. And though Peter were speaking 
about baptism, he is quick to say it cannot remove or wash away the 
filth of our fallen nature in the flesh. Baptism is done as an answer 
of a good conscience before God.

      The particular mode of baptism is full immersion in water 
reflected by the fact the New Testament Greek word for baptism 
(baptizo) means to fully immerse. So proper Christian baptism is 
full immersion in the water. Nowhere in the New Testament did 
they sprinkle water. The New Testament Greek word for sprinkle 
is rhantizo and is never used in association with water baptism. 
Christian baptism has its roots in the Old Testament with the 
Levitical priests washing themselves in the bronze laver located 
in both the Tabernacle and the Temple.  Observant Jews immerse 
themselves in the Mikveh or ritual bath of water. If you are saved 
and have not been baptized do so to show you are a obedient disciple 
of Jesus Christ following Him in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
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You can also donate by mail to:
Brit Hadashah Ministries

P.O. Box 796127
Dallas, Texas 75379-6127

Brit Hadashah Ministries is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
ministry, so your donation is tax deductible in the United 
States. Now is the accepted time, today is the day and 

year for the Gospel of salvation to be preached in Israel 
(2 Corinthians 6:2) Partner with us in this exciting End-
Time effort.

Your servant in Messiah Jesus,

Dr. Todd Baker.

Thank you for your support.
* Donations are tax deductible in the U.S. as you give to this 501(c)(3) Non-profit ministry. *

Make checks and money orders 
payable to:
	 B’rit Hadashah Ministries 
	 PO Box 796127
	 Dallas, TX  75379-6127

We also accept:

You can also make your donation online at:
www.Brit-Hadashah.org

Having been to the Holy Land  over 50 times, I can  
assure you that Israelis deeply hunger and thirst for  
the Word of God and appreciate the believers in 

America who support ministries devoted to bringing the 
Word of God to the Jews. We need your support to help us 
continue to take the Gospel to the land from whence it came.

In light of the Last Days’ realities, we appeal to you.  
We ask for and appreciate any support you can give us 
during this critical time of need. We need your thoughts, 

your prayers, your words and your financial support as the 
Lord leads your heart.

Please consider becoming a monthly partner. As you can 
read for yourself in the newsletter articles, these worthwhile 
donations are directly impacting individual lives in Israel. 

Thank you for supporting this Gospel ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to His Chosen People in the land of 
Israel. May He come quickly! Until then, we continue to 
labor for Him.

> Partner With Us A

ATTENTION READERS: I am on the faculty at Scofield Seminary. I would highly recommend attending and enrolling in these very informative courses 
for theological learning. The Scofield Biblical Institute and Theological Seminary has been organized around the need to provide sound doctrinally and 
hermeneutically pure teaching of the Word of God, our Bible. We seek to provide high quality teaching to both the lay community and to those who seek 
professional development in teaching the Word of God as a career. Look over our classes and contact us to further discuss your objectives and how we may 
assist you in meeting them through our classes. All of our instructors are well prepared and all have significant seminary training along with genuine realized 
practical church pastoral experience to enhance your learning experience. Our goal is to provide truth and wisdom, through a thorough understanding of 
the Word of God. There is no substitute for adequate preparation before sending one out to effectively serve our Lord Jesus in the world that needs His 
truth. We hold to the idea that the best equipped pastor should also be a theologian. Two passages of Scripture are particularly poignant to identify with the 
need to properly equip oneself for ministry work.

At Scofield Institute, we teach the literal, grammatical, historical method of biblical interpretation, consistently applied from Genesis through Revelation. 
Here you will come to know the great God of the universe as He revealed Himself to mankind. Some of our programs are:

The Process Of Theology  Creation  Biblical Languages  Biblical Interpretation
Jewish Foundations of Christianity  Church History  The Second Temple Era Literature & Events

Systematic Theology  Major Bible Themes  Philosophies Opposing the Bible
Nature of the Church  Inspiration and Transmission of The Biblical Text 

Prophetic Systems of Thought  Apologetics
We offer the student classes from renowned faculty in the privacy, convenience, and comfort of your own home.

If you desire to learn God’s Word and work from Genesis to Revelation contact us to schedule an interview.

www.scofieldinstitute.org | info@scofieldinstitute.org | 877-706-2479
Daniel E. Woodhead Ph.D., President
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